THE VICTORIANS AND  AFTER
entertaining examples of their kind The Workhouse Ward is typical All three dealt \vith Irish life, chiefly as it is lived by the peasantry
A symptom of, and an incentive to, the dramatic revival in England was the work done by the repertory theatres, particularly those of Manchester and Birmingham, thev attempted, with some success at the time, to break down the vicious tyranny of the "star" actor and actress, and the deadening effects of the long run They did much to encourage, not only young playwrights, such as Stanley Houghton, but also the poetic drama, and gave opportunities for presentation, to such good work as was being written at the time, notably by Lascelles Abercrombie and Gordon Bottomley But the poetic drama movement died; it did not tune in with an age of political excitement and social struggle, and the War interrupted its use as a stage instrument At the present day there are signs of a new birth, but they do not fall within the scope of this volume